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Nurturing today’s young people,
Inspiring tomorrow's leaders

Issue 8

This Spring Term Edition of our School Newsletter celebrates the wide range of
activities and achievements of our pupils during a short but extremely eventful term.
The events and initiatives that you will read about demonstrate how our learners
continue to embody our STAR Values of Service, Teamwork, Ambition and Respect.
We are all very proud of their positive and mature approach to the opportunities
that have been provided to them this term.
The commitment and dedication of our staff and the incredible support from our
parents have been invaluable once again. We hope you enjoy this edition!
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Principal’s Message
All Praises to the Almighty, Lord of the Worlds and the Master of our fortunes: salutations to our beloved Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), the seal of the Prophets and the guide for all our actions.
The 2018 Spring Term has provided
our school with a new set of
experiences,
opportunities
and
challenges. With great resilience, we
have literally weathered the storms,
spells of coldness and snow. While the
extreme conditions forced one day of
closure, staff and student attendance
throughout these periods was
generally excellent and a testament to
our commitment to educational
excellence.
We continue to relish the benefits of
our permanent school building and
were delighted to learn that the
construction project has been
nominated for two Royal Institution of
Chartered Surveyors (RICS) awards for
Regeneration and Community Benefit.
The awards recognise exceptional
improvements made to urban areas
and the direct benefits to local
communities. The winners will be
announced on Tuesday 8th May.

Adisa
The English Faculty organised an
exciting visit from the acclaimed poet,
Adisa, this term. Adisa visited the
school in March and delivered
engaging
and
interactive
performances and workshops for all
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Our exceptional learning environment
has provided a perfect setting for the
wide range of enriching curriculum
initiatives offered to our pupils this
term. These have included: Sports
Leadership events facilitated by Slough
Schools Sports Network; Holocaust
remembrance
workshops
and
presentations provided by Holocaust
Education Trust; a packed programme
of Science and STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths)
events to mark British Science Week
and participation in a borough-wide
Year 8 Drama Project where the
remarkable success of our team has
been celebrated widely in local media.
This really is to list just a small sample
of the wide range of events and
activities that have taken place this
term. In this newsletter parents will be
able to read, in more detail, about the
deep and memorable learning that has
taken place through a number of our
special projects. This is made possible

thanks to the ethos of service and
incredible commitment of our staff. It
is also only successful because of the
support of our parents and I would like
to thank all our parents who have
given their time to lead activities and
attend events. Our pupils have gained
so much from these experiences.

year groups. The workshop included
readings of his poems in response to
pupils’ questions, answers and
discussions on issues relating to
politics,
culture,
family
and
community.

Adisa’s humorous style, combined
with his passion for poetry about
contemporary issues, mesmerised
pupils of all ages. We have already
had many requests for further visits
from this popular poet!

What we are not able to capture so
easily in our newsletters is the
consistently outstanding levels of
learning and behaviour that are
observed day in and day out during
lessons and around the school. Again,
staff and pupils should be commended
for the extremely high standards that
have been set and maintained this
term.
I pray that our entire community
enjoys a wonderful break over the
Easter period and look forward to
seeing everyone on Monday 16th April
for the start of the Summer Term.

Adisa also conducted a riveting
workshop that taught a selected
group of pupils how to plan and
structure a successful poem on the
concept of ‘home.’ The session
concluded with an opportunity for our
learners to share their own excellent
poems.
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Educational Excellence
Rushall Farm
“Whoever plants a tree and diligently looks after it
until it matures and bears fruit is rewarded,” (Musnad
Ahmad).
On Thursday 22nd March 2018, the entire Year 7
cohort travelled on a Geography trip to Rushall
organic farm in rural Reading. They were met by
professional staff from the John Simonds Trust who
took groups around the 422 hectares of land.

Pupils developed a wider understanding of where
their food comes from and how businesses need to
diversify in order to cope with a globalised and
competitive world market place.
We are vey grateful to our staff who made sure the
trip was such a success for our pupils.

Pupils were given an insight in to the workings of the
rural economy, with expert education in lambing, the
production of cattle for beef and the science behind
organic Arable farming.
Many aspects of their curriculum were enriched
whether it was PH scales, geology and rock groupings
to provide perfect farming soils, or various
mathematical calculations in developing the farming
business.

British Science
Week

British Science Week, held
between 9th and 18th March, is a
celebration
of
Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Maths with this year’s theme
being exploration and discovery.
Pupils at Eden Girls’ School, Slough
dedicated the week to a range of
exciting activities.
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30 Year 9 pupils participated in a
STEM Day trip to Brunel University
where they worked with university
lecturers and pupils on a variety of
activities including: designing and
testing bridges, flying drones and
building race cars.
All pupils participated in a STEM
Careers Day where they were
fortunate enough to interview
professionals and ambassadors
from various STEM fields in
press-conference style carousels.
Pupils were encouraged to
discover
the
world
of
opportunities that surround the
career
path
of
Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Maths. Year 7 pupils also
participated in a special range of

activities exploring the lives of
inspirational women across STEM.
A huge thank you to all parents
who gave up their time so
generously and contributed on the
day!
Finally, Year 8 pupils prepared and
presented
their
scientifically
researched projects during our
Science Investigatory Project Day.
Visitors included: parents, fellow
pupils, and visitors from three
neighbouring primary schools.
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Warwick Castle
In February the History Department
held its third annual Eden Girls’
Warwick Castle Trip to learn about
how the Normans used castles to
consolidate their reign over England.
Pupils listened intently to castle tour
guides to hear some of the gruesome
and torturous ways in which Norman
soldiers held off invasions; including

the use of hot sand and other
offensive fluids through the holes of
the castle’s entrance.
Pupils were given the opportunity to
see the world’s only fully functioning
Trebuchet machine and braved the
infamous Castle Dungeons. It was
particularly satisfying to see the
impact that the trip had on pupil
learning in assessments the following
week.

Form Group Attendance

Year Group Attendance
Year 8

97.2%

8A

97.7%

Year 7

96.8%

7A

97.5%

Year 9

96.7%

8I

97.5%

Year 10

96.0%

8M

97.3%

7M

97.2%

9N

97.0%

9A

96.7%

9M

96.7%

10IM

96.6%

7I

96.3%

7N

96.2%

8N

96.0%

9I

96.0%

10AN

95.3%

Attendance Matters
Congratulations to all pupils who have maintained
100% attendance for the year! Well done also to all
Form Groups that have achieved 97% attendance! This
demonstrates an impressive commitment to Educational Excellence.
Our overall attendance for the year is 96.7%. While
this level of attendance is significantly above local and
national averages it is still slightly below our school
target of 97%. We must continue to strive collectively
as a school to ensure that our attendance remains at
the highest standards.

Careers Guidance
Pupils in Year 10 have continued to
receive input into their preparation
for future careers.
Throughout the Spring Term, careers
consultant, David Ritchie, has held
one-to-one interviews with all of the
pupils in Year 10. Following a
discussion about aspirations for the
future and predicted grades, Mr
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Ritchie drew up action plans for each
of the pupils advising them on their
options for further and higher

education and providing them with
links to sources of information that
will support them on their journeys.
This builds on the excellent work done
with Telefonica earlier on in the year.
We look forward to seeing Mr Ritchie
again during the next academic year
so that he can track the progress
being made by pupils in reaching their
aspirational career targets.
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Heathrow Coding
Challenge

four passengers and their
luggage on virtually a silent
journey.

Coinciding with International
Women’s Day, on Thursday 8
March, we were delighted to
welcome a team of female
engineers from Heathrow for a
special all-women launch of
their
Secondary
School
Challenge.

Working in small groups, the
pupils worked together to build
a ‘Pod’, and then used coding to
programme their Pod to travel a
designed route, finishing with an
exciting race with other teams.

The Heathrow Coding Challenge
is based upon the Heathrow
Pods; the Personal Rapid Transit
systems that provide transport
between the business car parks
and Terminal 5. The 21
driverless Pods can carry up to

The Challenge is supported by
Heathrow’s IT Managers and
employee volunteers. As well as
improving their coding skills, the
activity provided an enjoyable
way for young people to explore
their enterprise skills, develop
social and communication skills
and team working.

we continue to invest in
programmes across local schools
which aim to inspire the next
generation of airport experts
and help local people find
careers that can fulfil their
potential.”
It was a great privilege to have
hosted the launch of the
Heathrow Coding Challenge.
Many of our pupils have a keen
interest in STEM subjects. Taking
part in the Challenge saw them
get
hands-on
experience
through an activity that was fun
and exciting.

Heathrow’s Head of Economic
Development Sundeep Sangha
said: “Our industry is evolving
and the more women we have
across the airport will set us on
the path to becoming a truly
great place to work. That’s why

Eton College
During the year pupils in Year 9 have had the opportunity
to work with A Level pupils from Eton College, engage in
problem-solving and develop the higher order thinking
skills which are key elements of the new GCSE Maths
curriculum. Supervised by Mrs Rawoot, pupils have been
able to work with mentors at differentiated paces
focusing on the areas of topics that they wish to develop.

that providing an outstanding, progressive and wellrounded education is more important than ever.
We are delighted that we have been able to forge a
meaningful partnership with Eton College and look
forward to the ongoing opportunities that it brings our
school.

Eton College is a world-renowned, local independent
school with a track record of academic excellence. They
believe that school should be fun and that happy children
are more likely to be successful. Hence, they see it as
their responsibility to nurture talents, broaden interests
and develop the personal qualities of young people. Their
pupils are encouraged to make a positive contribution to
their wider community, a value very much in line with our
school ethos.
We live in exciting and fast changing times and this means
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Character Development
Spirituality Day
Spirituality Day provided pupils with the opportunity to
develop their awareness of the experiences of others.
They engaged with external speakers, including Rabbi
Solomons from the Jewish Community of Berkshire,
Wayne Dixon from Christian Connections in Schools and
Rob Deeks from Aik Saath. The day also involved staff
delivering workshops with religious and cultural
significance including poetry, art, drama, cooking and an
Islamic seminar focusing on Allah and the Quran. During
all sessions, pupils showed empathy and focus, asking
thoughtful questions and providing mature ideas.

Holocaust Memorial
As part of our Spirituality Day
programme, pupils heard first-hand
about the atrocities of the Second
World
War
when Holocaust
survivors Bob and Ann Kirk paid us a
visit.
The Kirks shared their stories of
fleeing Nazi Germany as young
children. As it became increasingly
unsafe for her family to live in
Germany, Ann was given a place on
the Kindertransport, a scheme that
allowed unaccompanied children to
enter the UK to live with foster
families. In 1939, at the age of 10,
Ann arrived in London to start a new

life. She never saw her parents
again, later learning that they had
been killed in the Holocaust.
Bob, born Rudolf Kirchheimer, had a
similar story, arriving in London in
1939, aged 13. Bob moved around
for a few years, being evacuated to
the countryside when the second
world war broke out. He later
discovered that his parents had died
at a concentration camp in Latvia.
Mr and Mrs Kirk, now aged 92 and
89
respectively,
share
their
testimonies to help young people
better understand the nature of the
Holocaust and to explore its lessons
in more depth. The visit was
arranged through the Holocaust
Educational Trust (HET) as part of
their Outreach Programme.

the rest of their lives, but they chose
not to.”
Pupils and staff were privileged to
have heard from two Holocaust
survivors whose moving accounts
prompted discussion topics and
related learning opportunities. Our
pupils listened with great maturity to
Mr and Mrs Kirk’s accounts and used
the opportunity to ask questions to
help deepen their understanding.
On Friday 26th January Year 9 pupils
also took another opportunity to
hear from
Holocaust survivor,
Ernest Simon, when they attended
an event organised by Slough
Borough Council.

Our pupils also had the opportunity
to ask Mr and Mrs Kirk questions
about their experiences. A Year 10
pupil commented, “The Kirks were
so inspirational. They could have let
their past affect them negatively for
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Morocco Trip
After months of waiting and
preparation 41 pupils in Year 9 set
off for their much anticipated trip to
Morocco, an Eden Girls’ Slough
milestone! Accompanied by Ms
Boubout, Ms Monteiro, Mr Sandhu

and Mrs Warsame, learners explored
the culture, food and traditions of
Morocco and enjoyed plenty of
opportunities to practise the French
language. They experienced the
bright lights and bustling souk of
Marrakech, the serenity of the Atlas
mountains, the magnificent waterfall
of Ouzoud and the beautiful fishing
town of Essaouira.

experience and have come back with
renewed energy for their French
GCSE course. We have seen fantastic
contributions from pupils in class
and enhanced use of language and
confidence resulting from this
amazing trip.

The use of French from the pupils
during this trip was tremendous.
There was haggling in sales, ordering
food, asking the tour guide questions
and talking about their day. The
pupils are raving about this

World Book &
Poetry Day
Pupils have been celebrating the
power of reading and poetry this
term through a wide range of
initiatives! Learners did themselves
proud with the 400+ books brought
in for the Book Exchange. This was a
very pleasurable school event and
the girls were excited to leave with
new reading materials.

CSE Drama Project
Success
We are extremely proud of our Year
8 pupils who, along with Ditton Park
Academy, won a local drama
competition this term. The project
was part of the national CSE (Child
Sexual Exploitation) Awareness Day
campaign. Slough Borough Council
(SBC)
and
drama
company,
Unblurred Lines, worked with
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In addition to readings from Adisa’s
poetry collection, Palestinian author,
Ahlam Bsharat skyped with pupils
that have enjoyed her novel, Code
Name: Butterfly. She was pleased to
accept our pupils’ ideas regarding
how they would like her heroine to
develop in the sequel.
On World Poetry Day, Wednesday
21st March, The Curve announced
the winners of the Slough Poetry
Competition.
The
English

secondary school pupils across the
borough to raise awareness of CSE.
Our pupils wrote and performed
their own play and were chosen to
perform to parents and professionals
at The Curve in William Street. Their
commitment to the project has been
exceptional and the quality of the
final piece is quite remarkable.
CSE and trafficking
Nadine Barrett said:

co-ordinator

Department are very proud of
Amrah Janoofar’s achievement of
coming first in the 13-18 age
category.
Last year we were delighted to have
78 of our girls published within the
Young Writers Anthology of Winter
Wonderland Sagas! This was more
than any other Berkshire school. This
year we hope to top our own record
as the girls enter the Stranger Sagas
competition.

“The pupils from both Eden Girls
School and Ditton Park Academy
worked really hard as a group to
learn about and present powerfully
on the risks of CSE.
“I would like to thank staff from both
schools
for supporting
them
throughout and allowing them the
space, time and resources to create
individual pieces of theatre to
recognise
the
national
CSE
awareness day campaign.”
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Service to Communities
Sport Relief
On Friday 23rd March the efforts of
pupils, parents and staff culminated
in our Sport Relief Fundraising
event.

Sport Relief works to support many
charities both in the UK and Africa
and the money goes to those most
in need.
This event saw our pupils take part
in numerous sporting activities in
the bid to raise as much money as
possible for a great cause.
It was a fantastic day with a lovely
atmosphere. Pupils not only took
part in activities but also
volunteered to run them for their
peers.

We would like to congratulate our
pupils on raising over £870 in just
one hour and thank parents, once
again, for the fantastic support in all
the charity work we do as a school.

Sports Leadership
Our continued work with the Slough School Sports Network
has led to a range of competitions being hosted and run by
our Young Sports Leaders. Having demonstrated excellent
leadership skills at previous events, 18 of our leaders were
selected to lead the Change4Life and Football competitions
at the Berkshire School Games in March.
The day was a celebration of sporting achievement for the
county held at Bisham Abbey. Many finals took place and
awards were handed out to recognise the hard work and
dedication of young people in the county. It was a real
privilege for our pupils to have been selected as leaders in
such a big occasion.

Active Movement

Mariam Asghar. Well done to both pupils from 8I.

Our Active Movement Strategy promotes regular
physical activity and challenges sedentary behaviour.

Active Movement is becoming more embedded in every
day school life and we hope that it will bring both
physical and academic benefits to our pupils. We are
promoting a healthy active lifestyle and encourage
pupils to do a little more physical activity every day. As it
is now the school holidays and the weather is improving
this should be a great opportunity to get outside and be
active.

This term pupils have taken part in both a pedometer
challenge which saw tutor groups go head to head to
see who could complete the most steps. The winners of
the competition were 7A. Pupils have also been working
hard to gain as many Active Movement points as
possible in lessons. The winners are Azhaar Noor and
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First Give
The
First
Give
Programme
encourages all Year 7 pupils to
identify social issues in their area
and engage with the local charities
that tackle them. They interview
representatives
of
these
organisations and reflect on the
impact of their work. Learners
develop presentations about their
chosen cause in class and finalists
are selected to present at a school
final. The school has a strong track
record in the programme and has
twice been nominated for the
prestigious First Give School of the
Year Award.

The charities involved in this year‘s
final include: Food bank, Shelter,
Slough Refugee Support and Age
UK Berkshire. School finalists have
worked hard on their presentations
and
fundraising
awareness
campaigns, demonstrating their
passion,
creativity
and
determination; all positive qualities
that can be
harnessed for social change and a
brighter future for all. They have
also worked closely with facilitators
from First Give to develop their
skills in Public Speaking. During the
project, pupils have demonstrated
true leadership and what can be
achieved by young people engaged
in social action.

The First Give Final was held on
Wednesday 28th March. Teams
advocated for their charities in a
school competition
through
moving
and
inspirational
presentations about the humbling
work that they are engaged in.
Tremendous
creativity
and
confidence was demonstrated by
our First Give teams and pupils who
supported on the evening with
contributions of recitations, poems
and Nasheeds. This year’s winning
charity was Age UK Berkshire who
received a £1000 donation. Well
done to everyone involved in this
great achievement!

Key Term Dates - Summer Term
Start of Summer Term
Parents’ Tea/Coffee Morning
Year 8 Curriculum Evening
Early May Bank Holiday
Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Start of Ramadhaan
Big Iftar Event
Spring Bank Holiday
Half-term Holiday
Eid-ul-Fitr Holiday
Activities Week
Start of Summer Holidays
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Monday 16th April
Tuesday 24th April
Wednesday 2nd May (Please note this change from the date published in our
school calendar)
Monday 7th May
Thursday 10th May
Tuesday 15th May
Friday 25th May
Monday 28th May
Monday 28th - Friday 1st June
Thursday 14th & Friday 15th June
Monday 16th—Friday 20th July
Friday 20th July
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